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This monthly report highlights major human rights violations as monitored and documented by the 
Independent Commission for Human Rights (ICHR) throughout the Palestinian-controlled Territory 
during the month of May 2009.  
 
Based on monitoring and documentation of encroachments on human rights and public freedoms during 
the month of May 2009, ICHR concludes the following: 
 
 

 
1. Armed clashes occurred between members of Hamas and members of the security 

agencies in the West Bank. This is the first incident of armed clashes since the political 
split took place.   

2. Cases of detention of individuals held without due process in contradiction with the 
provisions of the Basic Law and the Code of Criminal Procedure, have been on the rise 
in both the Gaza Strip and the West Bank.  

3. Death sentences were issued against three individuals in the Gaza Strip by the military 
judiciary.  

4. Torture of detainees persists in the Gaza Strip and West Bank, as indicated by 
detainees' claims and complaints filed to ICHR. 

5. The Ministry of Interior in Ramallah continues to deny the Deposed Government of the 
supply of passport books while the Internal Security of the Deposed Government 
continues to prevent the travel of citizens and officials in the Gaza Strip 

 
Below is a detailed description of violations of human rights and public freedoms reported during the month 
of May 2009:  
 
1. Violation of the Right to Life and Physical Safety  
 
In the month of May 2009, ICHR documented 13 death incidents throughout the Palestinian-controlled 
Territory. Of these, 3 occurred in the Gaza Strip and 10 in the West Bank. Of these, 6 deaths resulted 
from armed clashes between members of Hamas and members of security agencies in the West Bank, 
while 3 deaths were liked to violent arguments, fighting incidents and family disputes. 2 lives were lost 
due to misuse of arms and detonation of suspicious objects in the Gaza Strip. Furthermore, 2 deaths 
occurred as a result of tampering with arms  - 1 in the Gaza trip and 1 in the West Bank. In addition, 
ICHR monitored four death cases due to accidents in tunnels on the Egyptian border with the Gaza 
Strip.  
 
 
Deaths caused by armed clashes: 
 
In May 2009, armed clashes erupted in the West Bank that claimed the lives of six persons. Below is a 
summary of this incident: 
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At 10:00 PM on 30/5/2009, armed clashes erupted between members of Palestinian security services 
and armed members of Hamas in the town of Qalqilya. According to information received by ICHR, the 
incident occurred when the Palestinian security agencies were on their way to arrest two Hamas 
members, namely Mohammad Salman and Mohammad Yassin who were present in a residential 
building. Both parties engaged in an exchange of fire which  resulted in the death of:  
 
- Mohammad Yassin (affiliated to the military wing of Hamas).  
- Mohammad Al Samman (affiliated to the military wing of Hamas) 
- Shaher Hanina Abu Tayeb (a member of the Preventive Security agency) 
- Abdel Rahman Samir Yassin, ( a member of Preventive Security agency) 
- Hussam Hassan Alrrakh (a member of the National Security agency)   
- Abdel-Nasser El-Basha, the owner of the building in which both Hamas members took refuge, and 
who was present in the area of the clashes. 
  
 
Deaths Due to Fights, Family Disputes, Acts of Revenge and Manslaughter: 
 
The following three death incidents resulted from domestic disputes and acts of revenge, all of which 
took place in the West Bank:  
- In Qattana, Jerusalem, Mr Walid Al-Shayyeb was shot dead on 2/5/2009, by another citizen with 
whom he had a dispute. According to information obtained by ICHR, the victim was shot while he was 
arguing with his aggressor.  
- In Ramallah, Yasser Orabi died on 4/5/2009 after sustaining several stab wounds following a heated 
dispute between him and his attackers. Information obtained by ICHR shows that a number of suspects 
were arrested and investigation is still ongoing to uncover the circumstances of the incident.  
- On 11/5/2009 the body of 30 year old Halima Ahmed Sheikh from Qalqilya was found in the 
proximity of Atara checkpoint in the North of Ramallah. The body showed a number of stabbing 
wounds and animal bites. Information provided to ICHR suggests that it is a case of homicide on a 
criminal grounds.  
 
 
Death as a Result of Misuse of Arms and the Explosion of Suspicious Objects:  
 
In the Gaza Strip, the following incidents resulted in two deaths and occurred as a result of misuse of 
arms and explosion of suspicious objects: 
 
- On 10/5/2009, Thala Ashraf Al-Masri, a 1.5 year old child from Khan Younis, died as a result of 
complications of the injuries that she sustained by a live bullet to the head during a fight between a 
number of her relatives that occurred on 7/5/2009. The injured child was transferred to Nasser's hospital 
where she died three days later. According to information obtained by ICHR, the police arrested two 
suspects and opened an investigating regarding incident.  
 
- On 16/5/2009, another child, 13 year old Ahmed Ayman Hmeidan from Khan Younis, died of 
shrapnels that entered his body after playing with an object that he found near a house which was 
bombed during the recent Israeli aggression on the Gaza Strip. According to ICHR's information, the 
police has launched an investigation into the incident.  
 
 
Deaths Due to Tampering with Arms: 
 
In both the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, the monthly death toll resulting from accidental tampering 
with weapons claimed the lives of two people:   
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- On 29/5/2009, Amir Ayad Tlaa, a five year old child from Rafah, was hit with a bullet in the head 
while he was in his family home. According to ICHR's information, the child was accidentally shot 
while his ten year old brother was playing with a gun belonging to their father who serves in the Police 
force of the Deposed Government.  
 

- On 13/5/2009, Shadia Ibrahim Kamel Al-Alaami, a 20 year old woman from Beit Ommar in Hebron, 
died of a live bullet to the heart, while she sitting next to her fiancé as he fiddled with his revolver.  

 
- Moreover, ICHR documented 4 deaths as a result of accidents in the tunnels on the Egyptian - 
Palestinian border. These people died either of suffocation when the tunnels collapsed, of falling into 
the tunnels, or as a result of fires which broke out inside the tunnels.  

 
 

Death Sentences:  
 
On 24/5/2009, the military court convened in Gaza city and sentenced each of the following individuals 
to death by firing squad: 
  
1- Shadi Khader Ahmed, a 30 year old former policeman in Beit Lahiya (in his presence).  
2- Shadi Abd Al-Karim Al-Madhoun, a 30 year old resident of Jabalya (in absentia).  
3- Rae'd Sabri Al-Maqqosi, a 29 year old former policeman in Jabalya (in absentia).  
 
The three men were convicted on charges of kidnapping, deliberate participation in murder, and 
execution of terrorist acts, on the basis of the provisions of the Penal Code of 1936 and the Palestinian 
Revolutionary Penal Code of 1979. The death sentence is subject to appeal. 
 
 

Torture under detention – Inhuman, cruel and degrading treatment:  

 
ICHR views with deep concern the continuing violation of detainees' right to physical safety. 
Furthermore, ICHR deems that all forms of abuse and torture exercised by Palestinian Security 
apparatuses in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank are prohibited. Culpable as these are, these acts should 
be banned and respective perpetrators should be punished. 
 
As in previous months, ICHR continued to receive grievances over the month of April 2009. 
Complainants claimed that they were subjected to torture and abuse by security agencies of both the 
Caretaker government in the West Bank and the De facto Government in the Gaza Strip. 
 
In the West Bank, ICHR received 20 complaints in May from citizens claiming that they had been 
subjected to torture. These grievances were filed against various security agencies (including the General 
Intelligence, Preventive Security, Military Intelligence and Civil Police).  
 
In the Gaza Strip, ICHR received 17 complaints lodged by citizens claiming they were tortured while in 
the custody of the Internal Security and police agencies of the Ministry of Interior of the Deposed 
government.  
 
 
Injuries Pursuant to Misuse of Arms and Security Chaos:  
 
During the month of May, the following injuries occurred in the West Bank due to the misuse of arms 
and security chaos: 



4

  
- On 25/5/2009, Yusuf Katouni, a 29 year old resident of Nablus, sustained injuries by shrapnel from a 

bullet accidentally fired from a partner's weapon while they were jointly patrolling the area of the 
municipal park. The bullet hit the ground first then rebounded to hit the victim who is a member of the 
Palestinian Intelligence agency. 

 
- On 25/5/2009, Amin Hassan Hosni Owdeh, a 30 year old resident of Dhaba'a, Qalqilya, was injured 

in the chest by a bullet from a hunting gun fired by his brother. No motives for the shooting have been 
identified yet. 

 
 

2. Infringements on the Right to Fair Legal Proceedings  
 

Relevant reported encroachments entail arbitrary detentions and arrests on political grounds.  

 
ICHR continues to express deep concern about the continuation of incidents of arbitrary detentions and 
political arrests that do not comply with fair and proper legal procedures as well as deny citizens' 
personal freedoms without any respective legal justifications. In clear violation of the Palestinian Basic 
Law and the Law of Penal Procedure, a most fundamental right of detained citizens as to be presented 
to a natural judge (i.e. regular judiciary) has been derogated. Security agencies have also continued to 
detain affected citizens under arrest warrants issued by the Military Justice Authority.  
 
These violations continued in May, yet with a various pace in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. ICHR 
received numerous complaints from citizens claiming they were subjected to arbitrary detention and 
denial of freedoms or suffered such injustices on the grounds of their political affiliations. This practice 
is exacerbated to the point where individuals are arrested and detained in the custody of the Governor or 
the Director or the Police, without any legal justification.  
 
In this regard, ICHR received 83 complaints in the Gaza Strip during the month of May, including 43 
against security forces of the Deposed government. In 19 grievances, the affected citizens cited the 
invalidity of the procedures carried out during detention. 
 
The peculiarity of arbitrary detention in the Gaza Strip stems from the fact that such measures are often 
carried out by the Internal Security agency in places that have never been designated as "prisons". In 
addition no permission for visits is granted, whether for the families of the detainees or ICHR 
representatives.   

 
In the West Bank, ICHR received 283 complaints, 120 of which were against the PNA security 
apparatuses. In 92 of these cases, citizens claimed that they were submitted to improper procedures 
during their arrest and detention.  
 
 
3. Violation of the Freedom of Opinion, Expression and Peaceful Assembly 
 
ICHR documented the following violations of media freedoms and the right to peaceful assembly during 
the month of May 2009:  
 
- On 14/5/2009 the police banned all peaceful marches in the Gaza Strip that were planned by the 

Higher Committee in commemoration of the 61st annual anniversary of Al Nakba without disclosing 
the reasons for this ban. The Higher Committee informed ICHR that the police implemented this 
decision despite the fact that the Committee had submitted a written notification to the police on 
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10/5/2009 with the details of those marches and had actually received a written approval from the 
Director General of the police.  

 
 
- On 18/5/2009 the Preventive Security Service arrested the journalist Ossayd Abdel Majid Al-Amarna, 

a resident of Dheisheh Refugee Camp south of Bethlehem, on the ground of his work in the Al-Aqsa 
Satellite TV Channel which broadcasts from the Gaza Strip. It should be noted that the security 
agencies have arrested the journalist several times in the past year on the same grounds. 
  

- On 7/5/2009, Rafah police banned, without disclosing any reasons, the Young Parliamentarian Center 
from holding a ceremony at Rafah Services Sports Club, to honor a number of journalists and civil 
society institutions.  

 
 

4.  Attacks on Public and Private Property  
 
ICHR registered the following attacks on public and private property during the month of May 2009:  
 
- On 6/5/2009, a number of unidentified individuals who claimed to belong to the Public Investigation 

(i.e. Prosecution) broke into Al-Azhar University campus in Gaza with the purpose of arresting three 
students. Chaos spread in the university campus following the arrest and detention of these students at 
a center operated by the Public Investigation located at Aljundi Almajhoul Square in the city of Gaza.  

 
- On 17/5/2009, the Bani Harith Basic School in Ithna, Hebron, was attacked and several classroom 

windows were broken. Following the incident, the police opened an investigation and arrested two 
people in connection with the case.  

 
- On 13/5/2009, unidentified individuals torched a vehicle owned by the Chief Military Prosecutor, Mr. 

Rami Taqaateq in the city of Nablus. Neighbors called the Prosecutor to inform him that the vehicle 
was completely bursting into flame. The Public Prosecutor decided to open an investigation into the 
incident.  

 
5. Delayed Execution of Court Judgments: 
 
In spite of the release of a number of individuals who were detained by the Security agencies and whose 
release was ordered by the Palestinian Supreme Court last April and in previous months, the PNA 
security agencies in the West Bank, particularly the General Intelligence and Preventive Security, have 
continued to refrain from executing several decisions issued by the Palestinian Higher Court of Justice 
with regard to citizens detained on political grounds. This specifically applies to those individuals whose 
arrests and detentions were carried out upon orders from the Head of the Military Justice Authority, a 
procedure that is considered a deprivation of personal freedom, which is intrinsically safeguarded by 
Articles 11 and 12 of the Palestinian Basic Law. 
 
In this regard, ICHR received and processed a number of citizens' complaints on the non-enforcement of 
court decisions for the release of detainees as issued in April and preceding months. These court 
decisions remain unimplemented until the writing of this report.  
 
The major cases of un-enforced court decisions are:  
 
- On 29/4/2009, the Palestinian High Court of Justice ordered the release of Adel Salem Ali Ballout 
who has been held at the Preventive Security detention center in Al-Thaheryya since 9/11/2008 in the 
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custody of the Head of the Military Judicial Commission. The decision remains unimplemented to this 
date.  
- On 18/3/2009, the Palestinian High Court of Justice issued a decision for the release of Firas Wael 
Tallab Abu Sharekh, who has been held the Preventive Security detention center in Al-Thaheryya since 
22/10/2008 in the custody of the Head of the Military Judicial Commission. The decision remains 
unimplemented to this date.  
- On 05/01/2009, the Palestinian High Court of Justice ordered the release of Ahmed Mohammad 
I'mar who has been held at the Preventive Security detention center in Al-Thaheryya since 4/11/2008 in 
the custody of the Head of Military Judicial Commssion. The decision remains unimplemented to this 
date.  
- On 05/01/2009, the Palestinian High Court of Justice ordered the release of Taleb Mahmoud 
Musalam Al-Najjar who has been held at the Preventive Security detention center in Al-Thaheryya 
since 4/11/2008 in the custody of the Chief Military Justice. The decision remains unimplemented to this 
date.  
- On 11/3/2009, the Palestinian High Court of Justice issued a decision for the release of Barakat 
Abdulwed Abdul-Halim Al-Qasrawi who has been held the Preventive Security detention center in Al-
Thaheryya since 30/11/2008 in the custody of the Chief Military Justice. The decision remains 
unimplemented to this date.  
- In March 2009, the Palestinian High Court of Justice issued a decision for the release of Asad Nimer 
Mafarjeh, who has been detained by the Palestinian Preventive Security in the city of Ramallah on 
grounds of his political affiliation. Until the time of reporting, the court judgment has not yet been 
executed. 
- On 23/03/2008, the Palestinian High Court of Justice ruled for the release of Abdul Karim Hussein 
Abdul Karim al Halayqah upon orders from the head of Military Judicial Commission since 17/01/ 
2009. So far, the court decision has not been put to effect. 
- On 23/03/2009, the Palestinian High Court of Justice ruled for the release of Yousef Amin Mahmoud 
Warasneh according to an arrest warrant issued by the Head of the Military Judicial Commission since 
6/11/2008 2008.  So far, the court decision has not been put to effect. 
- On 15/12/2008, the Palestinian High Court of Justice issued a decision for the release of Mahmoud 
Hussein Mohammed Shanaran, who has been detained by the Preventive Security agency in the 
Hebron Detention Centre since 4/11/2008 upon an arrest warrant issued by the Head of the Military 
Judicial Commission.   
- On 15/12/2008, the Palestinian High Court of Justice issued a decision for the release of Mahmoud 
Hasan 'Alaya al Harini, who has been detained by the Preventive Security at the Hebron Detention 
Center since 4/11/2008 according to an arrest warrant made by the Head of the Military Judicial 
Commission. So far, the High Court's decision has not been implemented under the pretext that the 
Preventive Security has not been officially notified of the court's release decision.  
- On 02/11/2008, the Palestinian High Court of Justice issued a decision for the release of Kamal 
'Amer Abdullah Abu Tu'eimeh, who has been detained by the Preventive Security agency at the 
Hebron Detention Centre since 15/09/2008 upon orders of the Head of the Military Judicial 
Commission. So far, the High Court's decision has not been implemented under the pretext that the 
Preventive Security has not been officially notified of the court's release decision.  
 
 
6. Violations of the Right to Travel and Freedom of Movement  
 
During the month of May 2009, the following violations of the right to travel and freedom of movement 
were observed: 
 
Gaza residents are still suffering from the unavailability of passport information forms since November 
2008.  
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Pursuant to information provided to ICHR by officials from the Ministry of Interior of the Deposed 
government, the Ministry of Interior of the Caretaker government in Ramallah no longer provides 
passport information forms to citizens in Gaza Strip. This entails depriving thousands of people from the 
right to travel and movement in general which affects those in urgent need to travel abroad to seek 
medical care, university education. Students and other expatriates whose passports have expired and 
require renewal are also stranded.   
 
It should be noted in this regard that a presidential decree was issued by President Mahmoud Abbas on 
25 August 2008, ordering competent parties in the Caretaker government in Ramallah to take the 
necessary administrative procedures in order to resume sending passport information forms to the Gaza 
Strip.  
 
The following incidents of denial of travel and movement were documented, particularly in the Gaza 
Strip: 
 
- On 31/05/2009, Internal Security officers stationed in the proximity of the Beit Hanon (Erez) crossing 
banned a number of Fateh members of the Palestinian Legislative Council from traveling to Ramallah in 
order to attend joint session with their peers from the West Bank. The PLC deputies are: Abdul Hamid 
Al-A'illa, Mohammed Hijazi, Ibrahim Al-Maddadar and Rajaa'i Baraka.  
 
According to information obtained by ICHR, the four PLC deputies were stopped at the police road 
block on their way to the border crossing. An hour later, members of the Internal Security arrived and 
withheld their passports, identity cards and mobile phones. After three hours of withholding positions 
and degrading treatment, the aforementioned deputies were ordered to return to their homes without 
being given any reasons for the ban on their trip.  
 
- On 8/5/2009, the Internal Security banned Dr. Zakaria Agha, a member of the Fatah Central 
Committee, Ibrahim Abu Naja, a member of Fatah Revolutionary Council, from traveling to Jordan via 
Beit Hanoun crossing and searched their vehicles without giving any reasons. It should be mentioned 
that both leaders were on their way to Jordan to participate in the preparation of the convention of the 
Fatah movement. 
 
- On 17/5/2009, the Internal Security withheld the identity card and personal computer belonging to 
citizen Abdullah Abu-Hannoud and banned him from traveling to Egypt through the Rafah border 
crossing. He was informed that the ban was based on political grounds. The aforementioned citizen is a 
postgraduate student at one of the Egyptian universities.  
 
- On 18/5/2009, police officers on the Rafah crossing prevented Mr. Ramadan Azaazi Barakah of Khan 
Younis, from traveling to Egypt. According to information provided to ICHR, the aforementioned 
citizen was interrogated by the Palestinian Internal Security members at the crossing on his political 
activities as a member of the Fatah movement before being informed that he was banned from travelling 
upon a decision taken by the Internal Security's top leadership. It should be noted that this is the seventh 
time Mr Barakeh, who is a university lecturer, was denied travel this year in his attempt to join the 
Algerian university that awarded him a PHD scholarship.  
 
- On 18/5/2009, police officers on the Rafah crossing prevented Mr. Mahmoud Hijazi Yassin, a resident 
of Gaza city, from crossing to Egypt, without giving any reasons. It should be noted that Mr. Yassin is a 
student in one of the Egyptian universities.  
 
- On 18/5/2009, police officers prevented Dr. Rajaa' Abdel Rahman Abu Abdo, a resident of Gaza city, 
from traveling to Ramallah through the Beit Hanoun crossing and withheld her personal identification 
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documents. It should be noted that the aforementioned citizen is a pediatrician whose purpose of travel is 
to sit for the examination of the Palestinian Medical Board.  
 
- On 19/5/2009, Palestinian police officers banned the former minister, Yousef Abu Safiya, and the 
Vice-President for Administrative Affairs at Al-Azhar University, Jabr Daour, from traveling to 
Ramallah through the Beit Hanoun crossing, and confiscated their identity cards, passports, mobile 
phones, and all papers in their possession without indicating the reasons for such appropriation.  
 
- On 20/5/2009, the Security agencies of the MOI of the Deposed government, banned a delegation of 
the General Union of Palestinian Women, comprised of 84 members, from continuing their trip to 
Ramallah through the Beit Hanoun crossing in their way to participate in the General Convention of the 
Palestinian Women's Union, which convened on 21/5/2009. According to information obtained by 
ICHR, members of the Security agency withheld the delegation and searched their luggage and 
handbags before withholding their personal identity cards without disclosing the reasons for such a 
measure. 
 
 
7. Dismissal from Civil Service (dismissed teachers who were appointed during the era of Hamas 
Government in 2006): 
 
For the fifth consecutive month, the Palestinian Ministry of Education has continued to issue decisions 
for the dismissal or suspension of appointment against a number of school teachers and staff. In May 
2009, 10 more complaints were filed thus increasing the total number of teachers' dismissal or 
suspension complaints filed to ICHR over the past seven months to 218. The aggrieved stated that their 
dismissals were made upon decisions by the Minister of Education and Higher Education under pretexts 
such as the non-obtainment of security clearance or approvals of their appointments from parties that 
are not the competent authorities to begin with or mandated by the law to assume such a responsibility. 
ICHR deems that such measures violate both the Palestinian Basic Law and Law of Civil Service not to 
mention their infringement on citizens' right to hold public office.  
 

 


