TOR – Gaza Field Report Expert: The Elderly in Gaza
ICHR Background
[bookmark: _Hlk211164635]The Independent Commission for Human Rights (ICHR) is the national human rights institution in Palestine that is entrusted with monitoring the compliance of state institutions with Palestinian law and international human rights obligations. As a national human rights institution, the ICHR contributes to the protection and promotion of human rights in Palestine in line with international treaties and standards.
Objective of the Consultancy
The ICHR, in cooperation with the Danish Institute for Human Rights (DIHR), seeks to contract a Gaza-based expert to prepare a field study that documents the humanitarian and human rights consequences of the ongoing genocide in Gaza, with a focus on older persons. The report will analyse the unique vulnerabilities and protection risks faced by the elderly, including access to health care, food, shelter, and safety, and will assess compliance with international humanitarian law and human rights obligations related to the protection of older persons in conflict. The findings will contribute to evidence-based advocacy and inform humanitarian, human rights, and policy responses aimed at safeguarding the rights and dignity of older persons in Gaza.
Scope of Work
The consultant shall conduct desk and field research on the situation of older persons as follows:
· Outline a methodology that focuses on documenting and analysing the humanitarian and human rights conditions of older persons. It should comprise:
· A human rights and international humanitarian law perspective, including references to relevant legal and policy frameworks such as the UN Principles for Older Persons and the Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing.
· An overview of the quantitative and qualitative data to be used in the research.
· Collect, document, and verify relevant quantitative and qualitative data, including testimonies, case studies, and available service data.
· Analyse and assess vulnerabilities and potential violations of rights of older persons under international human rights and humanitarian law.
· Draft a thematic report that includes:
· Context and background
· Main field findings
· Legal and policy analysis
· Recommendations for humanitarian, human rights, and policy responses
Methodology
The expert is expected to apply a combination of qualitative and quantitative methods, including:
· Desk review of relevant literature, reports, and legal frameworks.
· Interviews with elderly persons, families, caregivers, and professionals.
· Testimony collection and focus groups where possible.
· Rights-based and ethical analysis with attention to trauma-informed practices.
Deliverables
1. 10 days after signature of the contract: An inception report with methodology, work plan, and tools to be submitted to the ICHR for approval.
2. 50 days after signature of the contract:  A draft thematic report on environmental destruction and public health in Gaza to be submitted to the ICHR for comments.
3. 60 days after signature of the contract: A final thematic report of up to 20 pages and annexes to be submitted to the ICHR for final approval. 
Duration and Timeline
The consultancy is expected to be completed within [   60 days    ] from the signature of the contract and before 20 December 2025. 

Required Qualifications
· Degree in Human Rights, Social Sciences, Gerontology, Public Health, or related fields.
· Minimum 5 years’ experience in human rights research, preferably on vulnerable populations in conflict settings.
· Knowledge of humanitarian law and rights of the elderly.
· Residency in Gaza and access to affected communities.
· Excellent analytical and writing skills in Arabic and English
[bookmark: _GoBack]Application Process
Interested candidates are invited to submit the following documents to ichr@ichr.ps; 
· A technical proposal outlining methodology, work plan, and timeline.
· A financial proposal.
· An updated CV.
· Two examples of previous relevant work.
Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted for further discussion.
Evaluation Criteria
Proposals will be assessed according to the following criteria:
· Relevant experience and expertise of the consultant (5 points).
· Quality and suitability of proposed methodology (5 points).
· Ability to perform the assignment within the required timeframe (2 points).
· [bookmark: _Hlk211165255]Cost of the assignment (3 points).
This short-term consultancy is carried out for the ICHR. The DIHR is responsible for the contract, fees and their transfer as approved by the ICHR and agreed with the consultant. 
