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Israel chose to use its power to escalate
on all fronts — first with its continued
attempts to ethnically cleanse
Palestinians in Jerusalem and then
across the oPt and Israel, with excessive
force, mass arbitrary arrests and
state-sanctioned mob violence. Right
now, the Israeli authorities are again
escalating, with an arrest campaign in
Jerusalem and of Palestinians citizens
of Israel.

But these recent events are only a
symptom. The problem is that for 73
years, the Palestinian people have
endured systematic, institutionalized,
and long-established laws, policies,
and practices that aim to impose and
maintain a settler-colonial regime

of racial domination and oppression
over Palestinians on both sides of

the Green Line. If you read recent
reports by regional and international
organizations, you know that this
apartheid regime encompasses not
just Palestinians in the oPt, but those of
us in Israel, and those of us as refugees,
and in exile abroad.

Israel’s forced inequality is sanctioned
and supported by states in this Council,
which should uphold our collective
values of fairness, justice, security, and
equality. In applying the rule of law,
the Palestinian people should not be
an exception.

And so today you have a choice: either
to vote in favor of the resolution
before you, to move us forward, under
the shelter of international law, or to
withhold your support and choose
geopolitical and economic interests.

Please listen to the speakers today—
in particular to the people impacted
on the ground—with an ear tuned to
international law and to the principles
of this Council.
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Younis Issam :Speaker
Session :0Opening Special Session
Date :Thursday 27 ,May2021

Time 5 :minutes

Opening statement

Good morning .I'm Issam Younis.
Today | am speaking to you within my
capacity as the Commissioner General
of Palestine’s human rights institution.
I am also the director of the Palestinian
human rights organization ,Al Mezan.

| am also Palestinian, born and raised in
Rafah and | now live in Gaza City with
my family.

We are again gathered for a special
session of this Council because, as
Member States, you have a choice.
You have a choice to make because of
both recent and longstanding events
occurring in Israel and Palestine.

You have a choice to make because
of the systemic impunity your
governments grant to Israel.

You have a choice because Israel, with
its firm control over Palestinians in the
oPt and Israel, with its vast military
power and technology, and with the
support of leading countries, decided
to use its power to deliberately attack
civilians. To attack and kill indefensible
children within the sanctity of their
homes.

Between the tenth and twenty-first of
May in Gaza:

- The Israeli military killed 253
Palestinians, including 66 children—
many of them in their homes, while
they slept, without warning.

This subject is particularly raw for me
because it was in Israel’s 2014 assault

that one night while my father, my
stepmother and my 4-year-old niece
slept in their beds, the Israeli military
bombed their neighborhood and killed
them in their sleep.

All over Gaza for 11 days, entire families
were huddled in hallways and living on
kitchen floors because those seemed
like the safest places. But nowhere is
safe in Gaza.

- The Israeli military destroyed
eighteen-hundred homes and
damaged upwards of 14,000 more.

When my family and | received a
warning to evacuate last week, we
were lucky to have a relative’s home to
share. Of the nearly 60,000 people who
were made homeless, many are living
in appalling humanitarian conditions in
makeshift shelters.

Israel’s unlawful closure—a 14-year
collective punishment—was tightened,
heightening its devastating impacts

on social, economic, cultural, and
environmental rights for two million
people.

- This May, Israel destroyed 23
hospitals and medical centers.

- The only sewage plant was made
inoperable.

- The 12-story tower that housed Al
Jazeera and the AP, was brought
to the ground, which meant that
getting information out was made
ever more difficult.
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17/5/2021
4/2021

Press Release

Palestine Independent Commission for Human Rights) ICHR (is following with great
concern the conditions of the forcibly displaced Palestinian citizens from their homes to
UNRWA schools in the Gaza Strip ,due to the Israeli military aggression on the Strip ,and its
continuation for the eighth consecutive day.

Since the beginning of the aggression on ,5/10/2021 around 41,900 Palestinian citizens
have been displaced to 45 UNRWA schools in various governorates of the Gaza Strip .No
international body has yet recognized these places as shelters ,which poses a threat to the
lives of citizens inside them in light of the escalation of the aggression and its direct targeting
of civilians.

Furthermore ,the displaced citizens suffer from the lack of basic services ,including water,
food ,electricity ,and special needs inside those centers ,in addition to their overcrowding
in light of the threat of the Corona pandemic .Over and above ,the official authorities are
unable to provide services as a result of being targeted by the occupation attacks.

Accordingly ,ICHR calls on the UNRWA to fulfill its legal duty towards the displaced citizens
in shelters ,warns of the danger of their living conditions ,and calls on the international
community to provide all necessary relief and protection for citizens exposed to the targeting
of the Israeli occupation forces.

Your concearn and asking is great support
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“The world should

be deeply concerned
about the deteriorating
humanitarian conditions
in Gaza," said the human
rights experts.“Most
alarmingly, its health care
system is flat on its back.

It has been starved of
equipment, medicines and
trained staff. It is buckling
under the ravages of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

And now, it is trying to
treat the more than 2,000
Palestinians injured during
this latest violence”

The experts noted with
deep regret that the
international community
has not acted with more
unity and more success
to bring an immediate
end to the violence. In
particular, the inability of
the UN Security Council
to even issue a statement
after three meetings is an
abdication of duty. They
observed that the United
States has failed to employ
its special relationship
with Israel, with whom

it enjoys a close military

and diplomatic alliance,

to enforce an immediate
ceasefire.

“The underlying reality is
that there is an occupying
power, with one of the
best equipped militaries
in the world, ruling over
an occupied people who
have the right to be freed
from an unwanted and
protracted alien regime,”
they said. “This struggle

is deeply unequal.

The 54-year-old Israeli
occupation - already the
longest occupation in

the modern world - is
becoming even more
entrenched and even more
abusive of fundamental
human rights.

“After the last missile

of this current violence
has been fired, and after
the tears from the last
funeral have been shed,
accountability must rise
to the top of the agenda
of the United Nations. The
international community

must ensure that Israel,
the occupying power,
complies fully with the
more than 30 UN Security
Council resolutions and
the hundreds of General
Assembly resolutions of
which it is in breach.

“The enemies of
accountability

are impunity and
exceptionalism,”the
experts said.“It is folly to
expect that the justice,
peace, equality and
security which both
Palestinian Arabs and
Israeli Jews have a right
to enjoy can be achieved
without imposing a
meaningful cost on Israel,
the occupying power,

to fully end its illegal
occupation.

“A brand new diplomatic
playbook is needed, which
leaves behind realpolitik.
A rights-based approach
must guide the diplomacy
of the international
community to secure a just
and durable solution.”
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Statement

Gaza-Israel escalation: End violence now,

then work to end occupation, say UN experts

GENEVA (18 May 2021) -
UN human rights experts*
called on the international
community to demand

an immediate end to the
violence in Gaza and Israel,
and to act decisively to
address the underlying
source of the conflict: the
denial of collective and
individual rights of the
Palestinian people.

“This most recent violence
has a depressingly
familiar pattern to it

said the experts. “Israel
and Palestinian armed
groups in Gaza exchange
missiles and rockets
following dispossession
and the denial of rights in
the occupied Palestinian
territory, with Israel’s far
greater firepower inflicting
far higher death tolls

and injuries and a much
larger scale of property
destruction.”

As of Monday, at least

211 Palestinians in Gaza,
including at least 59
children, have been killed,
along with 10 Israelis,
including two children.
At least 10 Palestinians in
the West Bank protesting
the violence in Gaza have
also been killed by Israeli
security forces. Almost
40,000 Palestinians have
been displaced from their
home, sheltering in UN
compounds.

“The firing by Israel of
missiles and shells into
heavily populated areas
of Gaza - particularly with
the rising civilian toll and
property destruction —
constitute indiscriminate
and disproportionate
attacks against civilians
and civilian property.
These attacks likely violate
the laws of war and
constitute a war crime,’ the
experts said.

“Similarly, the firing of
rockets by Palestinian
armed groups deliberately
or recklessly into Israeli
urban areas likely violate
international law and

may well amount to a

war crime. Armed groups
in Gaza should also be
held to account in their
failure to take adequate
precautions to protect the
civilian population and
civilian objects under their
control against the effects
of attacks.

“Both sides must
strictly adhere to

their responsibilities
under international
law, especially that of
proportionality and
necessity. There is no
justification, including
counter-terrorism or
self-defence, to justify
a wholesale abdication
for the obligations of
Parties to strictly obey

international humanitarian
law. The actions of both
Israel and the Palestinian
armed groups should be a
matter for the International
Criminal Court to
investigate.”

In particular, Israel’s

duties as the occupying
power require it to allow
humanitarian aid -
including food, fuel and
medical supplies — to enter
unhindered into Gaza,

the experts said. New
reports indicate that fuel
supplies in Gaza are almost
completely depleted.

The experts condemned
the Israeli attack on a
civilian apartment building
which housed the offices
of several international
news agencies. “Violence
or threatened violence
against journalists,
particularly those
reporting in a conflict
zone, breaches the
freedom of expression and
the right of the media to
report unhindered,” they
said.

Gaza has been under a
comprehensive 14-year-
old blockade by Israel.
Recent Secretaries General
of the United Nations
have called this a form of
collective punishment,

a prohibited act under
the Fourth Geneva
Convention.
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plans to change the demographic composition
and control the city. These plans include
replacing the Palestinian population with its
settlers, in clear violation of the principles of
international law, which considers East
Jerusalem as occupied territory. This, in
addition to the systematic attacks and
restrictions by the occupation forces and
settlers against Jerusalemites and worshipers
in Al-Agsa Mosque during the month of
Ramadan, and the residents of Sheikh Jarrah
neighborhood and people in solidarity with
them. The citizens of the occupied West Bank
suffer new occupation attacks by the
occupation forces and settlers, which caused
the death of 16 Palestinians in different West
Bank areas, since the beginning of the
aggression on Al-Agsa, and during
confrontations denouncing the Israeli
aggression on the Strip and other retaliatory
incidents, which signal the upcoming threat of
settlers. ANNHRI holds the occupying Power
fully responsible for the lives of Palestinians in
the occupied Palestinian territory, for the
scheme of expulsion and forced displacement
of dozens of Palestinian families from the
Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood in occupied
Jerusalem, and the profound humanitarian
impacts and repercussions on the affected
families. ANNHRI demands an end of the
occupation crimes in Sheikh Jarrah and the
Al-Agsa Mosque, respect for its sanctity, and
the protection of the holy sites in occupied
Jerusalem. ANNHRI also calls for exerting
efforts and take immediate and urgent
measures and interventions to stop the
imminent forced evictions of Palestinians in the
neighborhood and to prevent their
displacement from their homes in respect of
the principles of international humanitarian
law. ANNHRI condemns the crimes of the Israeli
occupation forces against civilians in the Gaza
Strip, their properties and infrastructure that
amount to war crimes. ANNHRI further warns
of the consequences of the occupation forces
escalating their aggression and crimes and
expanding their military operations against the
Palestinians, which will cause innocent civilian
casualties, especially among children 3 and
women. It also warns of the escalation of the
occupation and settlers’ crimes against the

Palestinians in all parts of the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including the city of
Jerusalem. ANNHRI also denounces the war
crimes committed by the Israeli occupation
forces against civilians in the Gaza Strip. It
affirms that the silence of the international
community and impunity of the occupying
power encouraged it to persist in its aggression
and commit more crimes in Gaza, which is still
suffering from the effects of the previous
repeated Israeli aggressions and tight siege. It
further affirms that the international
community holding the occupying state
accountable for its grave crimes against the
Palestinians in the occupied Palestinian
territory would be less costly than dealing with
the various humanitarian, social, economic,
and political repercussions of the aggression
against the Gaza Strip and the implementation
of ethnic cleansing policies in the occupied city
of Jerusalem. Accordingly, ANNHRI calls for: 1.
The international community, especially the
High Contracting Parties to the Fourth Geneva
Convention on the Protection of Civilians in
Time of War of 1949, to stand before their legal
and moral obligations and provide protection
for Palestinian civilians in the occupied
Palestinian territory. Take urgent action and
effective measures to stop the Israeli
aggression on the Gaza Strip. Exert serious
pressure on the occupying power to stop its
aggression against the occupied Gaza Strip
immediately. Protect the lives of its residents,
prevent more losses of their lives, put an end to
the Israeli terror and gross violations of Gaza
residents’ rights and their right to property and
ensure that the occupying power respects the
principles of international humanitarian law
that are binding in all cases. 2. The international
community and the specialized United Nations
organizations take all measures to stop the
mass forced displacement carried out by the
Israeli occupation forces against the residents
of the Gaza Strip. 3. The International Criminal
Court to investigate the war crimes and crimes
against humanity committed by the Israeli
occupation in the Gaza Strip, against civilians
and children, in every aggression it launched
against the Strip and to hold accountable the
occupation leaders who gave orders to commit
these crimes and whoever carried them out. 4.
Calls for the need for international
humanitarian organizations to provide for the
humanitarian needs of the forcibly displaced in
the Gaza Strip, including food, medical
supplies, medicines and clean drinking water.

The End
18th May 2021
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Statement

Urgent Appeal to the International Community to condemn
the Israeli occupation forces’ continued systematic aggres-

sion against the Gaza Strip

The Arab Network for National Human Rights
Institutions (ANNHRI) condemns the Israeli
occupation forces continued systematic
aggression against the Gaza Strip and its
escalation since 10th may 2021. Intensive
attacks of the occupation forces targeting
various populated residential areas and
deliberately targeting safe Palestinian homes
and demolishing them over the heads of their
residents, while they are sleeping and without
prior warning. This has caused the
extermination of entire families. This, in
addition to the deliberate systematic targeting
and destroying civilian objects and public
facilities with revenge and collective
punishment, causing the fall of dozens of
martyrs and hundreds of wounded, with
suspected use of internationally prohibited
weapons and gases. The toll of the ongoing
aggression on the Gaza Strip until this date,
based on the updates of the Ministry of Health,
amounted to the fall of at least (188) martyrs,
including (52) children and (31) women, and at
least (1225) civilians were injured with various
wounds, among them (313 children and 206
women. There is an escalating increase in the
number of martyrs and wounded at every
moment. Israel targeted dozens of residential
buildings, among which (4) residential towers
were leveled to the ground. Each of them
housed dozens of residential units, press
offices, and commercial companies. The
number of completely housing units that Israel
destroyed, by yesterday, reached (219) units in
various areas of the Gaza Strip, whose residents
have suffered forced displacement. This, in
addition to partial damage to hundreds of
private and public homes and properties of
citizens, schools, mosques, agricultural lands,
dozens of cars, buildings, government offices,
banks, and other public facilities, the bombing
of which resulted in widespread destruction.
This comes at a time when the occupation
authorities continue closing the Gaza Strip
crossings before the movement of citizens and
closing the sea to fishermen. In addition to the
humanitarian conditions for the residents of
the Gaza Strip that continue to deteriorate in

an unprecedented way; due to the tight
blockade imposed on the Gaza Strip for the
fourteenth year in a row and blocking the entry
of food and medical supplies, medicines, and
fuel supplies, which has catastrophic
repercussions on citizens’ conditions and the
threat to their ability to receive basic services,
especially health care services, supplies of
potable water, sanitation and electricity. This is
a result of the occupation forces' targeting,
during their current and previous aggressions,
public facilities including roads, installations,
and vehicles belonging to municipalities, and
their systematic targeting of the infrastructure
of water, electricity, and sewage networks. This
contributes to transforming the Gaza Strip into
an insecure place to house nearly 2 million
Palestinians. 2 The deterioration of the
humanitarian situation in the Gaza Strip
exacerbates with the recent increased outbreak
averages of the Coronavirus, and the need for
hundreds of those infected and wounded in
the aggression to receive private healthcare in
hospitals that mainly suffer overcrowding,
severe shortages of medicines, and medical
supplies, the start of fuel shortages and severe
shortages of supplies. This comes at the time
when electricity cuts place additional burdens
on the exhausted medical staff, affect the work
of laboratories and hospitals. These institutions
already have limited ability to operate
generators to compensate for power shortage,
while the time when the Electricity Distribution
Company in Gaza Strip announced that it
would cut off electricity. This is due to the near
run out of fuel, because of the closure of the
Kerem Shalom crossing, the disruption of
several main electricity lines supplying
electricity from the Israeli. The above came in
the context of the Israeli occupation continuing
attacks on the Al-Agsa Mosque in occupied
Jerusalem and attempt to implement
settlement plans and a policy of ethnic
cleansing in occupied Jerusalem. The Israeli
objective is to forcibly displace dozens of
Palestinian families from the Sheikh Jarrah
neighborhood and seize their homes located in
the heart of occupied Jerusalem, as part of
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Israeli objective is to forcibly displace dozens

of Palestinian families from the Sheikh Jarrah
neighborhood and seize their homes located in
the heart of occupied Jerusalem ,as part of plans
to change the demographic composition and
control the city .These plans include replacing
the Palestinian population with its settlers ,in
clear violation of the principles of international
law ,which considers East Jerusalem as occupied
territory .This ,in addition to the systematic
attacks and restrictions by the occupation
forces and settlers against Jerusalemites and
worshipers in Al-Agsa Mosque during the
month of Ramadan ,and the residents of Sheikh
Jarrah neighborhood and people in solidarity
with them .The citizens of the occupied West
Bank suffer new occupation attacks by the
occupation forces and settlers ,which caused the
death of 16 Palestinians in different West Bank
areas ,since the beginning of the aggression on
Al-Agsa ,and during confrontations denouncing
the Israeli aggression on the Strip and other
retaliatory incidents ,which signal the upcoming
threat of settlers.

ICHR holds the occupying Power fully
responsible for the lives of Palestinians in the
occupied Palestinian territory ,for the scheme
of expulsion and forced displacement of
dozens of Palestinian families from the Sheikh
Jarrah neighborhood in occupied Jerusalem,
and the profound humanitarian impacts and
repercussions on the affected families .ICHR
demands an end of the occupation crimes in
Sheikh Jarrah and the Al-Agsa Mosque ,respect
for its sanctity ,and the protection of the holy
sites in occupied Jerusalem .ICHR also calls

for exerting efforts and take immediate and
urgent measures and interventions to stop

the imminent forced evictions of Palestinians
in the neighborhood and to prevent their
displacement from their homes in respect of the
principles of international humanitarian law.

ICHR condemns the crimes of the Israeli
occupation forces against civilians in the Gaza
Strip and their properties that amount to war
crimes .ICHR further warns of the consequences
of the occupation forces escalating their
aggression and crimes and expanding their
military operations against the Palestinians,
which will cause innocent civilian casualties,
especially among children and women .It also
warns of the escalation of the occupation and
settlers ‘crimes against the Palestinians in all
parts of the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including the city of Jerusalem.

ICHR also denounces the war crimes committed
by the Israeli occupation forces against civilians

«allholl glgsa» gluilll Gganl daldiwall aigll

in the Gaza Strip .It affirms that the silence of
the international community and impunity of
the occupying power encouraged it to persist
in its aggression and commit more crimes in
Gaza ,which is still suffering from the effects

of the previous repeated Israeli aggressions
and tight siege .It further affirms that the
international community holding the occupying
state accountable for its grave crimes against
the Palestinians in the occupied Palestinian
territory would be less costly than dealing with
the various humanitarian ,social ,economic,
and political repercussions of the aggression
against the Gaza Strip and the implementation
of ethnic cleansing policies in the occupied city
of Jerusalem.

Accordingly ,ICHR calls for:

1.The international community ,especially the
High Contracting Parties to the Fourth Geneva
Convention on the Protection of Civilians in
Time of War of ,1949 to stand before their legal
and moral obligations and provide protection
for Palestinian civilians in the occupied
Palestinian territory .Take urgent action and
effective measures to stop the Israeli aggression
on the Gaza Strip .Exert serious pressure on the
occupying power to stop its aggression against
the occupied Gaza Strip immediately .Protect
the lives of its residents ,prevent more losses

of their lives ,put an end to the Israeli terror

and gross violations of Gaza residents ‘rights
and their right to property and ensure that the
occupying power respects the principles of
international humanitarian law that are binding
in all cases.

2 .The international community and the
specialized United Nations organizations take all
measures to stop the mass forced displacement
carried out by the Israeli occupation forces
against the residents of the Gaza Strip.

3 .The International Criminal Court to
investigate the war crimes and crimes against
humanity committed by the Israeli occupation
in the Gaza Strip ,against civilians and children,
in every aggression it launched against the
Strip and to hold accountable the occupation
leaders who gave orders to commit these
crimes and whoever carried them out .ICHR
calls for the need for international humanitarian
organizations to provide for the humanitarian
needs of the forcibly displaced in the Gaza Strip,
including food ,medical supplies ,medicines and
clean drinking water.

Yy



16/5/2021

ICHR Urgent Appeal to the International Community
on the Deterioration of the Situation in the Gaza Strip

Palestine Independent Commission for Human
Rights) ICHR (condemns the Israeli occupation
forces ‘continued systematic aggression
against the Gaza Strip and its escalation for the
sixth consecutive day .Intensive attacks of the
occupation forces targeting various populated
residential areas and deliberately targeting
safe Palestinian homes and demolishing them
over the heads of their residents ,while they
are sleeping and without prior warning .This
has caused the extermination of entire families.
This ,in addition to the deliberate systematic
targeting and destroying civilian objects and
public facilities with revenge and collective
punishment ,causing the fall of dozens of
martyrs and hundreds of wounded ,with
suspected use of internationally prohibited
weapons and gases.

The toll of the ongoing aggression on the Gaza
Strip until this date ,based on the updates of the
Ministry of Health ,amounted to the fall of at
least (188) martyrs ,including (52) children and
(31)women ,and at least (1225) civilians were
injured with various wounds ,among them313)
children and 206 women .There is an escalating
increase in the number of martyrs and wounded
at every moment .Israel targeted dozens

of residential buildings ,among which(4)
residential towers were leveled to the ground.
Each of them housed dozens of residential
units ,press offices ,and commercial companies.
The number of completely housing units that
Israel destroyed ,by yesterday ,reached(219)
units in various areas of the Gaza Strip ,whose
residents have suffered forced displacement.
This ,in addition to partial damage to hundreds
of private and public homes and properties of
citizens ,schools ,mosques ,agricultural lands,
dozens of cars ,buildings ,government offices,
banks ,and other public facilities ,the bombing
of which resulted in widespread destruction.

This comes at a time when the occupation
authorities continue closing the Gaza Strip
crossings before the movement of citizens and
closing the sea to fishermen .In addition to the
humanitarian conditions for the residents of
the Gaza Strip that continue to deteriorate in an
unprecedented way ;due to the tight blockade
imposed on the Gaza Strip for the fourteenth

BB

year in a row and blocking the entry of food and
medical supplies ,medicines ,and fuel supplies,
which has catastrophic repercussions on
citizens ‘conditions and the threat to their ability
to receive basic services ,especially health care
services ,supplies of potable water ,sanitation
and electricity .This is a result of the occupation
forces ‘targeting ,during their current and
previous aggressions ,public facilities including
roads ,installations ,and vehicles belonging to
municipalities ,and their systematic targeting

of the infrastructure of water ,electricity,

and sewage networks .This contributes to
transforming the Gaza Strip into an insecure
place to house nearly 2 million Palestinians.

The deterioration of the humanitarian situation
in the Gaza Strip exacerbates with the recent
increased outbreak of the Coronavirus ,and

the need for hundreds of those infected and
wounded in the aggression to receive private
healthcare in hospitals that mainly suffer
overcrowding ,severe shortages of medicines
and medical supplies ,the start of fuel shortages
and severe shortages of supplies .This comes at
the time when electricity cuts place additional
burdens on the exhausted medical staff ,affect
the work of laboratories and hospitals .These
institutions already have limited ability to
operate generators to compensate for power
shortage ,while the time when the Electricity
Distribution Company in Gaza Strip announced
that it would cut off electricity .This is due to the
near run out of the fuel ,because of the closure
of the Kerem Shalom crossing ,the disruption
of several main electricity lines supplying
electricity from the Israeli.

The closure of the Beit Hanoun) Erez (crossing,
for its part ,threatens the lives of hundreds of
Gaza patients who suffer from cancer and other
serious diseases ,by depriving them of the
opportunity to access the necessary treatment
and health care outside the Gaza Strip and to
obtain the necessary medical referrals for that.

The above came in the context of the Israeli
occupation continuing attacks on the Al-Agsa
Mosque in occupied Jerusalem and attempt
to implement settlement plans and a policy of
ethnic cleansing in occupied Jerusalem .The
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